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Football Academy, which has

been at the forefront of nur-

turing footballing talent for

India, successfully organised

the second season of the AIFF

Zinc Blue Cubs League. The

three-month long league,

which kicked off in November,

concluded with great enthusi-

asm, marking another signif-

icant stride in grassroots foot-

ball development. The closing

ceremony was attended by

Harbans Thakur, Principal,

DAV HZL School, Zawar

Mines; Tarun Roy, Head

C o a c h ,  Z i n c  Fo o tb a l l

Academy; Aakash Narula,

CEO, Vedanta Zinc Football

and Sports Foundation.

AIFF Zinc Blue Cubs

League saw a participation of

152 budding footballers from

our local communities across

three age categories: Under-

8, Under-10, and Under-12.

Organised by Hindustan Zinc

flagship CSR initiative Zinc

Football, the league reflects our

commitment to nurturing young

talent and empowering com-

munities through the most

loved sport in the world. The

initiative provided a platform

for aspiring children, both boys

and girls, to showcase their

skills while also fostering lead-

ership, confidence, and com-

munity spirit. Across the three

categories, players engaged

in over 200 competitive match-

es.

After three months of

thrilling matches filled with

passion, fierce tackles, and

outstanding goals, the second

season of the league culmi-

nated last month. The event

was not just a tournament but

a launchpad for young dreams,

igniting a lifelong love for foot-

ball and providing pathways

for professional growth. Adding

to the excitement, standout

players from the Under-12

category will be scouted for

next year’s Zinc Football

Academy Under-13 team, fur-

ther strengthening the acad-

emy's talent pipeline.

Speaking about the initia-

tive, Ram Murari, IBU CEO –

Zawar Group of  Mines,

Hindustan Zinc added, "At

Zinc Football, our mission is

to empower the youth in our

community by providing

access to professional sports

training and mentorship. We

believe that sports is a pow-

erful tool for developing char-

acter, cultivating leadership,

and strengthening communi-

ty values. The AIFF Zinc Blue

Cubs League stands as a

proud reflection of our dedi-

cation to nurturing grassroots

talent and shaping the next

generation of football stars

from within our local commu-

nities."

Zinc Football has consis-

tently produced exciting talents

fo r  t he  na t i ona l  t eam.

Mohammed Ka i f ,  Prem

Hansdak, Sahil Poonia and

Ashish Mayla have already

represented India on the inter-

national stage, with several

others attending the national

camp over the years. This

incredible achievement brings

to light the Zawar-based

Academy’s commitment to

excellence from the grass-

roots level and further con-

solidates its role in the bet-

terment of Rajasthan as well

as Indian Football.

Hindustan Zinc strategi-

cally fosters sports excellence,

health, and fitness to drive

community development and

nation-building. The AIFF-

accredited, 3-star-rated Zinc

Football Academy in Zawar

has produced players who

have represented India inter-

nationally. At the grassroots

level, we nurture talent in foot-

ball, athletics, kabaddi, and vol-

leyball, creating structured

pathways for growth. Our flag-

ship Vedanta Zinc City Half

Marathon, fondly known as

In d i a ’s  M o s t  B e a u t i f u l

Marathon, has placed Udaipur

on the global running map, pro-

moting tourism and culture of

fitness. Recognized as one of

India’s Top 10 social impact

companies, Hindustan Zinc

has positively impacted near-

ly 30,000 lives through its var-

ious sports initiatives, rein-

forcing its commitment to

empowerment and social

transformation.

On  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f

Rajasthan Day, Vedanta Group

Chairman Anil Agarwal extend-

ed his greetings to the people

of the state and Chief Minister

Bhajanlal Sharma through

social media. He expressed

that Rajasthan, his birthplace,

has always been very close to

his heart.Describing Rajasthan

as the "Sunshine State," he

highlighted its abundant nat-

ural resources, essential min-

erals, and strong entrepre-

neurial spirit, which hold

immense potential to drive

India's growth and develop-

ment.He mentioned that

Vedanta operates two major

businesses in Rajasthan, and

the state exemplifies the true

meaning of inclusive devel-

opment.Praising Rajasthan's

rich cultural heritage, he said,

"From Ghoomar dance to Dal

Baati Churma, from grand

palaces to the golden sand

dunes of the Thar Desert,

Rajasthan is where heritage

and harmony blend beautiful-

ly. The warmth of its people and

th e  i c o n i c  ta g l i n e

'PadharoMhare Des' are truly

heart-touching."Extending his

best wishes to Chief Minister

Bhajanlal Sharma, Agarwal

expressed confidence in the

state's continued progress

under his leadership. He also

paid tribute to the brave war-

riors of Rajasthan, saluting

their glorious legacy.
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Rajasthan, My Birthplace, Close to
My Heart – Anil Agarwal

Hindustan Zinc’s
Sakhi Fest on

March 28
Udaipur: Hindustan Zinc Limited, in collaboration with Pt.

Chatur Lal Festival, is set to host the vibrant Sakhi Fest on

March 28, celebrating women empowerment, artistry, and entre-

preneurship. The festival, to be held at Vidya Bhavan Primary

School, Dewali, will feature over 30 interactive stalls, live per-

formances, and cultural showcases, offering visitors a glimpse

into the region’s rich heritage.

Attendees can explore a reading corner, ‘Uunchi Udaan’

(science exploration), and engaging fun games. A specially

designed Rajasthani-themed photo booth will allow visitors to

capture memories in traditional attire. Food lovers can indulge

in a delightful spread, including traditional Rajasthani snacks,

live chaat stations, South Indian delicacies, Chinese cuisine,

flavorful pizzas, tandoori kebabs, mocktails, and desserts.

Beyond crafts and cuisine, Sakhi Fest will present a spec-

tacular cultural lineup. The legendary Nizami Brothers will head-

line with a grand Qawwali Night, while Honey Sharma’s soul-

ful Sufi music and Shubhra Pareek’s enchanting folk melodies

promise to mesmerize the audience. Additional attractions include

a thrilling khar¬tal and tablajugalbandi by Firoz Khan and Muzaffar

Rehman, along with vibrant folk dances showcasing India’s

rich cultural tapestry. The festival will also feature nukkadnatak

(street plays), live music, and an interactive dance engage-

ment zone.

A key highlight will be exhibits from Hindustan Zinc’s CSR

initiatives, showcasing the exceptional talents of women entre-

preneurs. Visitors can explore Upaya’s handcrafted products,

block-printed fabrics, and FMCG items by Daichi, all crafted

by women-led enterprises.

With a blend of art, culture, creativity, and celebration, Sakhi

Fest is open to all with free entry, promising an unforgettable

experience of music, flavors, and tradition.

ZINC FOOTBALL ACADEMY SUCCESSFULLY
HOSTS AIFF ZINC BLUE CUBS LEAGUE 2024-25
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